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REMARKS 

Applicants appreciate the Examiner's thorough consideration provided the present 
application. Claims 1-10 and 16-23 are now present in the application. Claims 1, 6, 16 and 20 
have been amended. Claims 11-15 and 24-28 have been withdrawn and hereby cancelled since 
these claims are being prosecuted in a divisional application filed November 29, 2006. Claims 1 
and 16 are independent. Reconsideration of this application, as amended, is respectfully 
requested. 

Priority Under 35 U.S.C. §119 

Applicants thank the Examiner for acknowledging Applicants' claim for foreign priority 
under 35 U.S.C. §119, and receipt of the certified priority document. 

Drawings 

Applicants thank the Examiner for accepting the formal drawings of the instant 
application. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C, §112 

Claims 1-10 and 16-23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Applicants respectfully submit that on skilled in the art would be able to make and use 
the claimed invention without undue experiment. In particular, as shown in FIG. 2 of the 
Ishihara reference (U.S. Patent No. 6,449,222) relied on by the Examiner, the RF signal 
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generated by a RF unit based on the reflection light from the optical disc will be lower than a 

predetermined level when the pickup moves into the embossed area EA, which is a non- 
recordable area. Therefore, the RF signal generated by the RF unit may be lower than a 
predetermined level when the pickup moves to an innermost data track of the optical disc. 
Therefore, one skilled in the art would be able to make and use the claimed invention in view of 
Ishihara without undue experiment. 

Accordingly, all pending claims comply with the enablement requirement. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first paragraph, are 
therefore respectfully requested. 



Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §§ 102 & 103 

Claims 1-3, 7, 9, 10, 16-18 and 21-23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Yano et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,608,702 (hereinafter "Yano"). Claims 1, 5, 6, 16 
and 20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Ishihara, U.S. Patent No. 
6,449,222 (hereinafter "Ishihara"). Claims 4 and 19 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Yano in view of Ishihara. Claim 8 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Yano in view of Kunikata et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,661,705 
(hereinafter "Kunikata"). These rejections are respectfully traversed. 

Complete discussions of the Examiner's rejections are set forth in the Office Action, and 
are not being repeated here. 

In light of the foregoing amendments to the claims, Applicants respectfully submit that 
this rejection has been obviated and/or rendered moot. Without conceding to the propriety of the 
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Examiner's rejection, but merely to timely advance the prosecution of the application, as the 

Examiner will note, independent claims 1 and 16 have been amended. 

Independent claim 1 now recites a combination of steps including "performing a focus 
search operation on an optical disc and at the same time determining whether there is a reflection 
signal from the optical disc", "after performing the focus search operation, moving the optical 
pick-up unit toward a predetermined beginning point of the optical disc based on the result of the 
determining step" and "based on an RF signal generated from the reflection signal from the 
optical disc, determining whether or not the optical pick-up unit has moved to the beginning 
point of the optical disc while the optical pick-up unit is in motion." 

Independent claim 16 now recites a combination of elements including "first means for 
performing a focus search operation on an optical disc the condition and at the same time 
determining whether there is a reflection signal from the optical disc", "after performing the 
focus search operation, second means for moving the optical pick-up unit toward a 
predetermined beginning point of the optical disc based on the determining result" and "based on 
an RF signal generated from the reflection signal from the optical disc, third means for 
determining whether or not the optical pick-up unit has moved to the beginning point of the 
optical disc while the optical pick-up unit is in motion." 

Applicants respectfully submit that the combinations of steps and elements set forth in 
claims 1 and 16 are not disclosed or suggested by the references relied on by the Examiner. 

Yano discloses that the control means 10 moves the pickup 4 toward the signal-recording 
inner circular end of the disc 1, and that when the information of the disc 1 has been read, the 
determination means 12 determines the current position of the pick up relative to the disc 1 (see 
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col 6, lines 20-27.) Yano further discloses that when the current position of the pick up relative 
to the disc 1 is determined, since the diameter of the disc 1 is data already known, the 
determination means 12 calculates the time required for the pickup to move until reaching the 
signal-recording inner circular end of the disc 1 based on the current position of the pick up 
relative to the disc 1 (see col. 6, lines 40-56.) In other words, Yano simply determines whether 
the pickup has moved to the signal-recording inner circular end of the disc 1 based on the current 
position of the pick up relative to the disc 1 and the calculated moving time. Yano fails to teach 
determining whether the pickup has moved to the signal-recording inner circular end of the disc 
1 "based on an RF signal generated from the reflection signal from the optical disc" as recited in 
amended claims 1 and 16. 

Ishihara in FIG. 4 discloses a method to detect whether an optical disc is the DVD-RW or 
any other optical disc (see col. 9, lines 12-15.) As shown in FIG. 4, the tracking servo control is 
turned on (Step SI) and it is determined whether any information can be detected from a 
reflection light of the radiated light beam B (Step S2.) However, Ishihara nowhere discloses that 
the Step S2 (i.e., determining whether there is a reflection light) is performed at the same time as 
performing a focus search operation as recited in claims 1 and 16. Therefore, Ishihara fails to 
teach "performing a focus search operation on an optical disc and at the same time determining 
whether there is a reflection signal from the optical disc" as recited in claim 1 and "first means 
for performing a focus search operation on an optical disc the condition and at the same time 
determining whether there is a reflection signal from the optical disc" as recited in claim 16. 

With regard to the Examiner's reliance on Kunikata, this reference has only been relied 
on for its teachings related to dependent claim 8. This reference also fails to disclose the above 
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combinations of steps and elements as set forth in amended independent claims 1 and 16. 

Accordingly, this reference fails to cure the deficiencies of Yano and Ishihara. 

Accordingly, none of the references utilized by the Examiner individually or in 

combination teach or suggest the limitations of amended independent claims 1 and 16. 

Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that independent claims 1 and 16 and their dependent 

claims (at least due to their dependency) clearly define over the teachings of the references relied 

on by the Examiner. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections under 35 U.S.C. §§ 102 

and 103 are respectfully requested. 

Additional Cited References 

Since the remaining patents cited by the Examiner have not been utilized to reject the 
claims, but rather to merely show the state of the art, no further comments are necessary with 
respect thereto. 

CONCLUSION 

All the stated grounds of rejection have been properly traversed and/or rendered moot. 
Applicants therefore respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider all presently pending 
rejections and that they be withdrawn. 

It is believed that a full and complete response has been made to the Office Action, and 
that as such, the Examiner is respectfully requested to send the application to Issue. 

In the event there are any matters remaining in this application, the Examiner is invited to 
contact the undersigned at (703) 205-8000 in the Washington, D.C. area. 
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If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future 

replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any 

additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. §§1.16 or 1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 



Dated: December 29, 2006 Respectfully submitted, 
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